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There was no objection.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY

MR. GILMAN

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I offer an
amendment to the preamble.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment to the preamble offered by Mr.
GILMAN:

Amend the preamble to read as follows:

Whereas for more than 50 years, a close re-
lationship has existed between the United
States and Taiwan, which has been of enor-
mous economic, cultural, and strategic ad-
vantage to both countries;

Whereas the United States and Taiwan
share common ideals and a vision for the 21st
century;

Whereas freedom and democracy are the
strongest foundations for peace and pros-
perity;

Whereas Taiwan has demonstrated an im-
proved record on human rights and a com-
mitment to democratic ideals of freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, and free and
fair elections routinely held in a multiparty
system, as evidenced by the March 18, 2000,
election of Chen Shui-bian as Taiwan’s new
president; and

Whereas the upcoming May 21, 2001, visit
to the United States by President Chen Shui-
bian of Taiwan is another significant oppor-
tunity to broaden and strengthen the friend-
ship and cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan:

Mr. GILMAN (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment to the preamble
be considered as read and printed in
the RECORD.

The Speaker pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
135.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUPPORT THE MANNED SPACE
FLIGHT PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON ) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a pleasure for me to be able to
rise today and speak in support of our
Nation’s manned space flight program.

Most Americans are aware of the tre-
mendous work that is done on a daily
basis by the men and women who work
for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Many of the contrac-
tors and educators that are involved,
and the people who are working in the
program today, are some of the same
people who have been involved with it
for many years or they stand on the
shoulders of those who began in the
early days of the program, from Mer-
cury to Gemini, Apollo to Sky Lab, the
Shuttle program, and now the new
International Space Station currently
orbiting the Earth today with a crew of
three, hopefully someday soon to be
able to grow to a crew of six.

The space program, in many ways,
has been emblematic in the United
States of the technological prowess and
our expertise in science; but it is more
than that I think for America’s cul-
ture. I think burning in the heart of
every American is the pioneer spirit,
the pioneer spirit that settled this Na-
tion, the pioneer spirit that caused
many of our ancestors to come to the
United States to try to carve out a bet-
ter way of life. But I really think it is
something that burns in the hearts and
minds of all human beings everywhere;
to explore the unknown or to go to a
new place. And while there are many
places on this planet we call our home,
planet Earth, that remain to be ex-
plored, areas like Antarctica and the
bottoms of our oceans, truly the realm
of outerspace is the limitless area of
exploration.

In many ways today we are in our
first baby steps in these programs, like
the space station program, where we
are just learning the basics of how to
live and do business and to operate in
the environment of space. I think it is
something that we must do and we
must continue to do. I believe that
were we, as Americans, to abandon our
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space program, to abandon manned
space flight would be to turn our back
on the very essence of what makes us
Americans and our desire to research
the unknown and discover new places.

I talk to teachers all over this coun-
try; and they tell me over and over
again, when they are dealing with their
students and they are trying to moti-
vate them and encourage them to
study areas of math and science, and I
think my colleague from Texas, who
was a teacher, will speak later and
verify this from his own experience as
a teacher, there is nothing that excites
our kids more to study in these critical
areas of math and science than our
space program. This is an area where
the United States needs to be doing
more.

When I travel around my congres-
sional district, the Space Coast of Flor-
ida, the Treasure Coast, I hear over and
over again from businessmen, people
who are trying to start new companies,
that one of the most difficult things
they face is to find people who are
properly trained in engineering or
sciences; that we are just not turning
out enough of them. So it is critical
that we keep our young people moti-
vated. And the teachers all over Amer-
ica tell us that one of the things that
motivates them the most to studying
in the realm of the math and science
fields is the space program.

They tell me that they can actually
take the material that they are being
taught in the classroom and apply that
to how we go about the process of ex-
ploring space and living in space; and,
furthermore, that that in turn can help
us raise up a new generation of sci-
entists and engineers that will help us
to explore the unknown.

Finally, let me additionally say an-
other good reason we need to be in
space is just the whole realm of spin-
offs. Most Americans are not familiar
with the fact that much of the tech-
nology involving pacemakers and pros-
thetic devices, like prosthetic hips, the
material science involved in that are
direct spinoffs from our space program.
Indeed, there is a company in my con-
gressional district that is developing a
product that could cause every air-con-
ditioning unit in the United States to
run 15 percent more efficiently, which
is a direct spinoff from our space pro-
gram.

I have actually been told if this prod-
uct proves to be as successful as it is
anticipated to be that that improve-
ment in efficiency in the air-condi-
tioning units in homes and businesses
all across America would more than
save enough money to pay for our en-
tire space program, from its very be-
ginnings from the early days of Mer-
cury right through to the present.

So there is a lot going on in space,
there is a lot of future there, and I be-
lieve every American supports what
our men and women are doing in the
space program. I rise today to con-
gratulate all those working in this
field and encourage all of my col-
leagues in the House to continue to
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